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How do we measure success in ministry?
This morning I was reading from Jeremiah.
God called this young man to the
extremely important and difficult task of
preaching the truth to people who did not
want to hear it. Jeremiah’s initial response
to God was that he was not equipped for
the work God was calling him to do. God
reassured him that He would sustain him
and speak through him.
Ultimately, Jeremiah responded in
obedience.
And he lived happily ever after…
Not quite.

Jeremiah faced rejection, ridicule, and a people who abused him for speaking the truth.
He was told that his message was not from God. He spent his entire ministry calling
people to repentance, while they continued in their sin thinking they were ok with God.
Do you ever feel this way?

If we measure success in ministry by how well people respond to the message,
Jeremiah would be considered a complete failure. His example would not be held up as
one to follow, but we are reminded that God chose him for that purpose.
No one promised any of us that ministry would be easy. In fact, most of us were
probably told early in life to expect rejection and failure at some point. Jeremiah serves
as a reminder that it could be worse. He also serves as a reminder that success is
based on our obedience and faithfulness to God.
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Most of us will never suffer the trials of Jeremiah.
Fortunately, the fruit of our labor is usually evident through life-change in those we
minister to. We get to see people saved and discipled in our churches.
We experience genuine worship and joy in our Sunday gatherings.
New families visit our churches and get plugged in to what God is doing there.
When these things happen, we rejoice!

But we must remember that even when they don’t happen, we are still called to be
obedient and faithful to the calling God has placed on each of us.
My prayer for you is that you would be encouraged today to faithfully run the race put
before you.

Do not judge your own success by comparing yourself to others.
Ask yourself if you are doing everything you can to do what God has called you to do.
And rest in the reality that He has a plan and a purpose.
He invites us to join Him in this effort for His glory and your benefit.

If I can ever help you, even if it’s just a word of encouragement you need, do not
hesitate to call on me.  We get to do this together.
May the Lord open your eyes today to His goodness and purpose.
Better Together!



We have assembled a diverse team of practicing leaders prepared to give you best
ministry practices in their field of expertise. Every part of the gathering - from our
keynote speaker to our SPARK breakout sessions - has been intentionally designed
to equip and inspire your leaders. 

Who is SPARK for?
Lay Leaders, Childrens' Leaders, Womens' Ministry Leaders, Mens' Ministry

https://www.thesparkconference.com/2024_
https://www.thesparkconference.com/2024_


Leaders, Missions Coordinators, Student Pastors, Worship Leaders, Sunday School
Leaders, Small Group Leaders, Pastors... anyone involved in ministry and equipping.

Everyone can benefit!
It doesn’t matter at what stage you are in ministry, there is something for everyone at
SPARK. This conference is designed with YOU in mind, no matter your experience or
skill level!

Breakout Flyer

Register Here

Confluence (September 20-22) is a
gathering of college and university
students from across Georgia who
come together for one shared
purpose: Jesus.
They come from different places,
different experiences, and even
different cultures, but they share the
same passion to grow in their

relationship with God. Through a weekend of worship, learning, playing, and growing
together, students take their next step in following Jesus and making Him known on
their campus.
Ken Jones, the BCM Director at KSU, as extended this to the churches in our
association. The conference is not just for BCM students, but all college
students/ministries. If you want to know more information about Confluence, then
visit their website: https://confluencega.com/.

View Flyer

MS & HS Students…
Plans are underway to have an
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Associational Youth Camp for the
Summer of 2025.
The dates are set for June 6-9.
If you (or your students) are interested in
attending the camp, please email Will
Anderson, PHBA Next Gen Leader, at
fbccedartownstudents@gmail.com.

Pass It On.
Do you know someone in your church, a
friend, or a neighbor that needs to get
this monthly newsletter?
Forward it to them now and tell them to
Sign-Up.

Miss a past issue? Find it Here.

Missions.
The Georgia Baptist Missions Board is
excited to partner with Woodlawn
Baptist Church for this exciting event!
What a great way to introduce your
churches to the many ways they can
engage in missions!
Join us for a Global Impact Conference
Friday evening, October 18 and
Saturday, October 19. 
Friday will feature a missions fair with
displays from regional, state, national
and international ministries as well as a

https://www.polkharalson.net/monthly-proclaimers


missions banquet featuring a keynote by
Dr. Buck Burch, GBMB Missions
Catalyst and fourteen year IMB
missionary in Russia. 
On Saturday, The display area will be
open again with breakout sessions
before and after lunch covering raising
up leaders, disaster relief, women in
missions, cross cultural missions, human
trafficking, community missions, and
developing a missions strategy in your
church.

View Flyer Register Now

2 PHBA Office Closed, Labor Day
7      OCC Workshop @ Fairview (2-4:30PM)
8      Deacon Ordination @ FBC Tallapoosa
12    Sons of Jubal @ Tabernacle, Carrolton
13-14  Women on Mission Retreat, Camp Pinnacle
13    Jubalheirs @ FBC Bremen
19    Families 4 Families Gala @ FBC Cartersville
20-22  Confluence
22    Spark Conference, West Rome (3:30-8:30PM)
24    Finance Team Meeting
26    Leadership Team Meeting

12   PBC Men’s Night, Providence
18-19 Global Impact Conference, Woodlawn BC
23   Polk FCA Fields of Faith, Rockmart High 6PM
24   Public Affairs Training, Roopville
28   PHBA Annual Mtg, FBC Cedartown
Meal: 5:30PM - Family Life Center
Worship: 6:30PM - Worship Center
30   East Coast Ambassadors’ Academy 4PM

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nSG1g19CsnyFYIUZ-arefvu31Ab6EzrX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nSG1g19CsnyFYIUZ-arefvu31Ab6EzrX/view?usp=sharing
https://onrealm.org/FloydCountyBaptistAssociation/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NWE1MDMwMDUtNzQzMS00YTU1LTg1MWEtYjFjYjAwZmU3ZGMx


Register Now

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYtC_p-nBqW_tiyouSOjkAH_sN4XxbGBglwLEzW55CbKk6hQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYtC_p-nBqW_tiyouSOjkAH_sN4XxbGBglwLEzW55CbKk6hQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


Camp Director: Janice Stewart
In August we opened up the new school
year with some inspirational, fun, and
educational student events.  One “off
campus” event we promoted and
attended was the “Engage Polk”
community youth event held at Victory
Baptist with youth from various churches
coming together to worship and be
inspired to take the light of Christ into
their schools and share Jesus with their
friends.

On August 22nd homeschoolers in the

https://www.facebook.com/events/785863683694891
https://www.pbctallapoosa.com/


area participated in a “Literature Fair” at
Camp Antioch.  Students in grades K-
12th

made displays and projects about books they had read over the summer and set
them up throughout the camp building to share with each other and their families.
 Prizes in each age category along with a “kids favorite” category were awarded and
everybody enjoyed an evening of fellowship.

For our regular Saturday Day Camp, campers and their families gathered at the
camp to become “citizen scientist” for a day as they participated in the University of
Georgia’s Southeastern Pollinator Census (A.K.A. “Butterfly Count”).  Our morning
began with a devotional about being “transformed” into a “new creature” when we
give our life to Jesus.  This was illustrated in how butterflies go through
metamorphoses to be transformed from a caterpillar into a butterfly. Students then
had a lesson about how to identify insects and spiders, the importance of pollinators
in our environment, and how to collect data for the Pollinator Census.  Campers and
their parents went outside with clipboards and tally sheets to collect official data by
observing butterflies and other pollinators for the count which is then submitted to
the University of Georgia.  After the counting time we celebrated the beautiful late
summer day with camp friends and a popsicle party.

SEPTEMBER EVENTS SCHEDULE (so far)
Monday, September 9
-American Sign Language (ASL) classes begin from 10:30am-noon.  Classes will
meet each Monday in September and October.
-Camp Library opens for checkouts
-Homework Helpers begin

Thursday, September 19
-Community 4-H Club begins its new school year meetings each third Thursday from
10am-noon in the chapel.

Saturday, September 21
-Day Camp: Theme this month is “Children’s Missions Day” where campers will learn
about and do a local mission project.  This is in conjunction with the National WMU’s
Children’s Missions Day.

Tuesday, September 24
-CPR class for certification (also includes Basic Life Saving, Heartsaver, AED, and
First Aid) by certified instructor, 5:30-8:30pm, cost for manual and card $40.
More CPR classes can be scheduled in the future.
TEXT Janice at 770-846-7760 (quickest response) for info, to volunteer, or donate
supplies.
Follow us at Facebook for our most updated events.

https://www.facebook.com/campantioch


Mail financial contributions to:
Camp Antioch       *make checks to “Camp Antioch”*
3900 Antioch Road
Cedartown, GA 30125

Unit Director: Jeff Carter
August continues to be a busy month for
disaster relief.  At the beginning of the
month we had teams serving in Texas. By
the middle of the month we had teams
serving in Georgia following Tropical
Storm Debby. Georgia Baptist Disaster
Relief had operation centers set up in
Statesboro and Savannah. Statesboro
has been
completed and hopefully Savannah will be done by Sept 1st.  We have had several
members of our association serving in Statesboro. Glenn Robinson took the PHBA
sponsored Georgia Baptist Disaster Relief Unit 34R to Statesboro August 15.
Glenn was the blue hat (team leader) for the week. Others from the unit along with
myself joined him for part of the week. Team 2 was led by another unit member and
joined by Lyndon Smith and Bobby Parker. Thanks to all who served.



The most important part is our unit had a part in seeing 7 souls saved. The unit had a
direct part in 3 of those. Lyndon Smith led 1 to the Lord. As you can see in the
pictures, one lady couldn't wait. She wanted to be baptized right then, so they made
it happen. Mud-outs are a nasty hard job but the souls being won for the Lord is the
reason we go.
Storms are a tool to open doors, people showing up to work opens hearts, open
mouths sharing the Gospel is what Disaster Relief is all about. Please consider
becoming a part of it. There are jobs for almost anyone. If you are unable to go and
do, please pray for those that are going.
Thanks to everyone for the support and prayers. I am thankful to be a part of
something much bigger than myself, come and be a part of it too. 4 people out of 2
counties was all we could get to go.
Please, Please get involved.

Thanks to the PHBA, individuals, and churches for supporting disaster relief
financially.
A SPECIAL thanks to everyone who prays for us.
If you know of an opportunity for Disaster Relief to serve please notify myself or the
Association Office.

Operation Christmas Child
We have been praying fervently for the



Lord to raise up laborers to join our local
Operation Christmas Child team in the
area as we are seeking to increase
awareness of the ministry. Building a more
robust team in our area could lead to a
40% increase in the number of children
reached for Christ in just a few years.
If you would like to talk with us more
about the opportunities, please contact

Gina Brown ginatoo@yahoo.com or fill out a volunteer interest form at
https://myocc.samaritanspurse.org/volunteer/vif

Please join us on Saturday, September 7, at Fairview Baptist Church in Rockmart at
2:00 pm (registration at 1:45). We will have a special guest, Kimheang Vance, a
shoebox recipient who will share her amazing testimony about receiving a shoebox
as a child in Cambodia.
Join us to find out more about how you can increase your partnership with us to
share the Gospel with more children like Kim. Or learn how you can get started in
partnering with us to reach the children of the world. We’ll have food, door prizes
(including shoeboxes), and fun so please mark your calendar today.
Come early and check out our expo.
Each church and group represented will be eligible to receive a carton of free
shoeboxes. In addition, each church that brings their pastor (senior, associate,
missions, etc.) will be elgible to receive a free carton of shoeboxes.
Invite anyone who is interested in reaching children and their families for Christ.
Gina Brown 
GA Highlands Area Coordinator
Operation Christmas Child

mailto:ginatoo@yahoo.com
https://myocc.samaritanspurse.org/volunteer/vif


https://jubalministries.org/upcoming-events/
https://jubalministries.org/upcoming-events/


Register Here

https://brushfire.com/gabaptist/publicaffairs-rome2024/574075
https://brushfire.com/gabaptist/publicaffairs-rome2024/574075


In August, every PHBA church will receive, via USPS mail
and email, a letter from the Georgia Baptist Mission
Board that includes Annual Church Profile (ACP)
completion instructions, with the paper form and an
online link to the forms, your church's username,
password, and a self-addressed stamped envelope.

The letter should contain the ACP statistical questions and have all current
organization and leadership data prefilled in the provided forms. The deadline for
completion is October 15, 2024.

Login Here

Do Your Part.
State of GA Voter Guide:
https://georgia.gov/register-vote

Online Registration:
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/voter-
registration...

My Voter Page:
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/

https://georgiabaptistwomen.org/womseries/
https://ga.sbcworkspace.com/
https://georgia.gov/register-vote?fbclid=IwY2xjawFGqVhleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHWUGtqqDLX2yroJNZFi777QFrOurk7kpF-r3pbeYeE4OXF2aNSC60EvfqA_aem_tmbwI4Eu8sOL3ZXnnEYi4Q
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/voter-registration?IsRegisterNow=true&fbclid=IwY2xjawFGqThleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHYQeDvRvGG1-68UZic8bYPZ-z6NuaqGBZNYg1JgZtebMiY7DLZBbadj4_A_aem_hmmNcpqmF7L_kEbq7zbmSg
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/?fbclid=IwY2xjawFGqW5leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHYQeDvRvGG1-68UZic8bYPZ-z6NuaqGBZNYg1JgZtebMiY7DLZBbadj4_A_aem_hmmNcpqmF7L_kEbq7zbmSg


PRAY FOR THE MIDDLE EAST 
The intense conflict in the Middle East is a reason for Christians to pray. Thousands of
people have been killed since Hamas attacked Israel on Oct. 7.
As part of its ongoing ministry assignment of assisting churches through elevating the
ministry of prayer, the SBC Executive Committee has created the prayer guide linked at
the bottom of this article. The guide is also available in Spanish, Chinese and Korean.
Would you pray with us as we ask God to comfort those who are grieving, bring peace
in the Middle East and guide political leaders to act with Godly wisdom?
Please join in praying through:

https://www.baptistpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Middle-East-Prayer-Guide-2.pdf
https://sbcannualmeeting.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0822e7574b80f03f1a1737970&id=c14ebe0357&e=a4d0da4ed1
https://sbcannualmeeting.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0822e7574b80f03f1a1737970&id=e8ad8afff6&e=a4d0da4ed1
https://sbcannualmeeting.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0822e7574b80f03f1a1737970&id=c4c9f84351&e=a4d0da4ed1
https://sbcannualmeeting.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0822e7574b80f03f1a1737970&id=b7057ea170&e=a4d0da4ed1


Romans 13 where we learn that God has given governing authorities to protect the
innocent and bring justice to evil doers.
Romans 9:15-16 as we ask God to show compassion on those suffering because
of the ongoing war in Israel and Gaza.
Micah 6:8 as we learn how the Lord desires for humanity to live.
Psalm 34:14 where God’s people are called to pursue peace.
John 14:6 as we ask the Lord to draw Israelis and Palestinians to Jesus Christ.

May God bring peace to the Middle East.

DOWNLOAD GUIDE

https://www.baptistpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Middle-East-Prayer-Guide-2.pdf
https://www.polkharalson.net/pastor-resources


PHBA Churches Without Pastors
Lake Creek Baptist Church, Cedartown

New Harmony Baptist Church, Cedartown - (Voting Soon)
Southside Baptist Church, Cedartown

PHBA Ministry Positions Available

Corinth Baptist, Bremen
Part-time Worship Leader. Contact Pastor Barry @ barrytaylor@cbcbremen.org

Mount Olivet Missionary Baptist, Dallas

https://www.polkharalson.net/pastor-resources


Part-time Pianist. Contact Pastor Derrick @ 404.867.7459
 

Corner Stone Baptist Chapel
PT Worship Leader. Contact Pastor Dave @ David.pollard@raymondjames.com

Calvary Baptist, Bremen
In need of a Pianist, a Choir Director and an Organist. Contact Pastor Woody @

770.823.7789

Bro. Kevin McKoy, Associational Mission Strategist - kevin@polkharalson.net

Cindy Freyberg  - cindy@polkharalson.net
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